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Waldo O. Esparza, BSCP works closely with his patients, who often become friends. Above are from left: Jim Mason, 
Chris Miller, Waldo Esparza, Roy Stewart and Arthur Gagne, BSc, Resident Prosthetist 
 



   
Chris Miller and his wife Brittany. 

 
 

Waldo O. Esparza, BSCP Artificial Limbs, Genuine 
Caring 
They came together in the lobby of his office like family would gather around the kitchen table, sharing their 
stories, discussing the latest artificial limb technology and .... most of all.... talking about Waldo.  Waldo O. 
Esparza, BSCP fitted each of the men with upper extremity prostheses. It is his specialty and their successes 
with their new limbs are a testament to his work. The latest recipient is Chris Miller, 22, who was working on 
Dec. 19, 2003 in an FPL substation when he was electrocuted as 7,500 volts shot through his body. He survived 
the accident but subsequently lost both of his arms below the elbow.  Esparza and his colleague, Arthur Gagné, 
BSc, had just completed an “expedited fitting” for Miller, working just about every waking hour for four days to 
complete the task. “By getting the arms on the patient quickly, it is a way of jump-starting the rehabilitation and 
keeping the individual motivated,” Esparza explained. Miller literally had just completed the fitting of his 
myoelectric arms and he joined other amputees to talk about their prostheses and their relationships with 
Esparza. 
 
Waldo Esparza is not a difficult man to get to know. Outgoing and generous about discussing his approach to his 
work, the Cuban born prosthetist became interested in his chosen profession by accident. At the age of 16, he 
lost his left leg above the knee in a motorcycle crash in San Juan, Puerto Rico where he grew up. “I went to 
rehab in Puerto Rico and I was motivated to learn about the profession,” he recalled. He later attended the 
University of Washington in Seattle and completed a four year program in prosthetics and orthotics. But if you 
want to learn about what motivates Esparza you only have to listen to his patients. 
 
Jim Mason, 42, is one of the beneficiaries of Esparza’s training and passion for his work. Mason lost his right 
hand at the wrist in a July 4 fireworks accident in 2002. The fact that Mason had movement in his wrist might 
seem to be good news, but for prosthetists, the rotating wrist bones create a problem with the fitting of an 



artificial limb. “They wanted to cut off more of my arm after the initial surgery but I looked into my options. I 
learned that Waldo goes the extra mile and I can tell you that the time he invests is far above the industry 
standard,” said the straight talking Mason. Mason is intrigued with the artificial limb, and particularly the new 
state-of-the-art Pro Hand with flexion from Motion Control that Roy Stewart, 54, is showing off. 
 
Stewart is a professional musician who plays the trumpet at clubs in the Tampa Bay area. He started off playing 
piano but lost his arm at the age of eight in a vehicle accident.  Stewart has been fitted with a number of limbs 
over the years, most of them conventional body powered. “I didn’t think I could operate a myoelectric arm 
because I have an almost total shoulder disarticulation,” Stewart said. I was recommended to see Waldo by 
another prosthetist who referred to him as “the best man for the job.” Stewart is extremely pleased with his new 
arm and is quick to doff his shirt to demonstrate how it works. “You can see I’m not shy,” he laughed. 
 
Three men, different ages and different backgrounds, but with a common challenge to move forward with their 
lives. They all agreed they found the practitioner to help them achieve their goals. “I went to see four or five 
prosthetists but I connected with Waldo right away. I liked his personality and I also think Waldo has an insight 
because he is also a prosthetic patient,” Miller said. “I felt that Waldo understood more of what I went through 
and the joy of having something that works,” the young man concluded. Doing things his way and taking the time 
necessary with each patient is one of the joys of operating his own clinic but Waldo has had extensive training 
and professional experience with the renowned Sabolich Prosthetic Clinic. He also served as Upper Extremity 
Specialist for Florida Nova Care. After his son Daniel was born, Esparza decided it was time to go it on his own 
and opened his clinic five years ago. He and his wife Angela enjoy the Tampa Bay area and Waldo is an avid 
sailor. He is the holder of a bronze medal in sailing in the 1996 Paralympics Games held in Atlanta.  
 
Esparza lectures in the U.S. and Puerto Rico and he expects that his practice will continue to grow, but never at 
the expense of his patients. “I will take as much time as necessary until everything is right. High volume is not 
our goal and many of our patients become our friends,” Esparza said. Just ask Jim, Chris or Roy. 
 
Ed. Ed. Note: Tampa Bay Artificial Limbs provides upper and lower extremity prosthetics as well as cosmetic 
restoration (partial hand and fingers). To learn more contact Waldo Esparza, BSCP or Office Manager, Ann 
Delgado by calling 813-801-9110. You can e-mail wespa69650@aol.com. 
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Name: Jerry Mullis 
Occupation: Retired 
Type of Amputation: Right BK 
 



 

When a compound fracture in his right ankle led to a gaseous gangrene infection 32 years ago, the now 60 
year-old Jerry Mullis lost his right leg below the knee. Because of the inadequate market for prosthetics at the 
time, Jerry suffered through back pain, soreness, limited flexibility, and an unnatural gait using the LuXon Max 
foot. Things continued to go this way for years, and Jerry knew it was time for something new. It wasn't until 
2002 that Jerry's prosthetist, Waldo Esparza from Tampa Bay Artificial Limb, introduced him to the TruStep foot 
from College Park. "It felt closer to the real thing than any other foot I had previously experienced." Jerry says of 
his first time walking on the TruStep. "I also walked with a more natural gait," he adds.  It's been almost 3 years 
now since Jerry became a TruStep wearer. "The TruStep allows me to work and play with less or no discomfort," 
he asserts. "With the pivoting ankle each step is more natural, smoother, and I have less rollover." Jerry has 
been wearing his TruStep since September 2002. "I now can do things more comfortably and efficiently," he 
beams. In his spare time, Jerry, a retiree, enjoys gardening, swimming, and biking. "The TruStep makes work 
and play less strenuous on my residual stump and back," he says. When asked what his friends and family think 
of his TruStep, Jerry says, "They notice that I have less discomfort, and new friends don't realize that I'm an 
amputee." Thanks to the TruStep, Jerry can enjoy his life and his retirement to the fullest. 
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O & P EXTREMITY GAMES 
 

Man Loses Leg, but Not Will to Compete 
 

 
LISA COFFEY/LEDGER PHOTOS 
Ronnie Dickson, 20, of Winter Haven 
competes in the O & P Extremity Games 
Saturday in Longwood. Dickson 
placed second in Advanced Bouldering. 
 
By LISA COFFEY 
 
LISA COFFEY/THE LEDGER 
 

LONGWOOD - Ronnie Dickson's mother, Graciela, dabbed her son with the sign of the Cross. 
 
She hugged him and then couldn't look at him. 
 
She appeared out of sorts. 
 
Her son, 20, a former Lake Region High School prom king and current junior at the University of South Florida, 
was about to go rock climbing. 
 
He chalked up his hands, studied the rock face and grabbed the wall. He held almost upside down with all his 
might, muscles popping and flexing, with two hands while finding a foothold for his one leg. 



 
His other leg, an artificial C leg, lay on the floor. 
 
Dickson, of Winter Haven, successfully climbed ten routes Saturday at the Aiguille Rock Climbing Center in 
Longwood. He was competing in the second O & P Extremity Games, which featured more than 150 athletes 
from all over the world in vents like skateboarding, wakeboarding, surfing, kayaking, motocross and mountain 
bike riding in Longwood and at the Orlando Watersports Complex. 
 
Dickson, who climbs without his artificial leg because he says it gets in the way, took second in the Advanced 
Bouldering event. But the silver medal was not his only goal, even though it was only his second rock-climbing 
competition ever. 
 
"I'm just pumped right now,'' Dickson said while waiting for the finals. "It really says a lot to come into contact 
with a lot of amputees. A lot of people (who have lost arms or legs) don't think they can do the same things they 
are used to doing. It doesn't matter who you are or what your background is. You can do anything you want to 
and it goes for everyone.'' 
 
Dickson had his left leg amputated June 20, 2005. He was born with Trevor's disease, which caused deformity in 
his ankle and knee. Trevor's is a rare bone-development disorder, though it didn't keep the active Dickson from 
swimming, playing soccer and dancing at his prom. 
 
Saturday he was surrounded by others who also had lost their legs or arms and knew no boundaries. 
 
One participant was a soldier who served in Iraq on an Army bomb squad. He was missing part of an arm and 
used an ice ax in its place to help him climb. 
 
Dickson, who is working his way to becoming a prosthetics specialist, had a crew of family and friends watching 
him compete, including the doctor who helped him acquire an artificial leg, Waldo Esparza. 
 
"I encourage them,'' Esparza said of his patients. "This is a liberating experience. Once they do this, it gives 
them confidence to do other things in life and the disability becomes a secondary thing, and it's the ability they 
bring to the table.'' 
 
Esparza, 50, an upper extremity specialist with Tampa Bay Prosthetics, lost his left leg in a motorcycle accident 
when he was younger. 
 
On Saturday he was a little fearful for Dickson, who had only been rock climbing for six months. 
 
"It does scare me, but it's a sport that's a little foreign to me,'' Esparza said. "They have their safety harnesses.'' 
 
Dickson had practiced climbing three times a week at Vertical Ventures in Tampa. He also lifted weights twice a 
week to prepare for the competition. 
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I want to thank Waldo for his craftsmanship in creating for me new arm prosthesis. I appreciate his personal 
attention to details and for working closely with me to build it exactly the way I want it. It fits well and adequately 
meets my needs. Also, I appreciate him and his receptionist Ann's professional and caring attitude. 

John L. Steer 
========================================================================= 
 
 
 

I lost my left arm in 1958 when I was eight years old, in a traffic accident. My father was retired military. My 
medical and rehabilitation was thru the VA Hospital. My artificial arm was made at Walter Reeds Veteran 
Hospital in Washington D.C. I had the best in the field of prosthetics because my amputation was extremely high 
and fitting of prosthesis was difficult. Over the years of my military dependency I always had the best technology. 
When I became 21 years old I had to go to the private sector for new arm prosthesis I never quite received the 



masterful care I use to get from the military hospitals until I was recommended to Tampa Bay Artificial Limbs by 
friend who was head of Prosthetics at a major Veterans Hospital. Waldo has made me a Myoelectric Arm and a 
conventional arm. I thought I would never be able to use an electric arm because of how high my amputation 
was, but with the help of Waldo and his staff I have become proficient with the Myoelectric arm. I consider 
Tampa Bay Artificial Limbs not only one of the best technology wise, but they are also extremely caring towards 
their patients. Waldo has a special insight into the amputees needs because he is an amputee himself. I would 
highly recommend Tampa Bay Artificial Limbs to anyone and everyone who needs help. I would be available for 
any consultation of demonstration of their excellent work. 

Roy A. Stewart 
========================================================================= 
 
 
   

At the age of fifty three, after suffering for almost two years from surgical infection that was gotten during a hip 
replacement, I was finally told that there was no hope of saving my leg. After getting several opinions, I had 
finally resigned myself to the  inevitable; my leg was to be amputated at the hip, a total hip disarticulation. 
Hoping that the pain would be gone and knowing that my life would be changing maximally, I proceeded with the 
surgery. My surgeon told me that I would probably never walk again because I was too old to learn how to use a 
heavy and cumbersome prosthesis. My life, already at a low, came  crashing down even more. The depression 
became overwhelming, and I soon decided that I needed to do something for 
myself. I searched the Internet for hi-tech prosthetics and was impressed with the Otto Bock Prosthesis. After 
contacting them and asking for information and technicians in my area who were certified to work with Otto 
Bock, I made an appointment with Waldo Esparza at Tampa Bay Artificial Limbs. From the time I first spoke to 
his office manager, Ann, until current, I have been totally impressed with their caring, compassion, 
professionalism and their willingness to help. Waldo has been very informative and supportive, both with 
physical disability and my emotional attitude. He has become a friend as well as "medical marvel" and has 
painstakingly helped to create a new self-image for me. I have a long way to go, but I am relentless efforts in my 
recovery and their efforts to make me a "whole" person once again! 

Nina Light 
========================================================================= 
 
 

I always remember the day my son Mauricio Andre Met Waldo Esparza for the first time , he was only 9 months 
old. My orthopedic pediatrician told me that he was ready and I wondered ready for “what” and he told us “his 
first prosthetic leg”. The orthopedic pediatrician highly recommended Waldo Esparza and said he was the best 
and you'll notice why. I can say the day that Mauricio and Waldo met they made a special bonding between 
them and therefore, for us it was a great relief because Waldo gave us the comfort and knowledge that we 
needed to understand the new world that we are going to experience from now on. The most important thing for 
us was that he clearly felt the same way as my son because of him missing a leg too. We were clear that he 
would not invent or experiment with things on my son, like other doctors that we here about. On that day we 
found our match with no doubt about it. We have been traveling to his facilities in Tampa since he was 1 years 
old now he is three (3) and Waldo has made, as of this year, Mauricio's 5

th
 prosthetic leg. I do want to say that 

Mauricio learned to walk at (11) months, earlier than his sister that has both legs. When you ask Mauricio what 
he wants to be when he grows up, he'll tell you “like Waldo” and if you ask why he'll tell you because “he is like 
me, we both use prosthesis”. His facility in Tampa Bay is great and very professional with all the equipment that 
is used to help you with a leg or hand that you request. The Personnel is very helpful and kind and, yes they 
speak “Spanish”. SE HABLA ESPANOL.  
 
I guess you never take the time or the moment to realize how important Waldo is in our lives.... On that day he 
put the missing part to my baby son's life with just adding his first tinny prosthetic leg. 
 
We are entirely grateful with Waldo Esparza and Tampa Bay Prosthetics for all they have done for my son.... 
Mauricio. 
 
Your Friend Always, 
 

Family Rodriguez Torres 



 
5th Prosthetic Leg July of 2009                                                                       


