Bionic hand gives
man new grip on life
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AMPA = Tt was like any other

day of work for Roger Thom-

as. The information technol-

ogy technician was working
on a computer when he reached fora
drink from his water bottle with his
right hand.

After he wok a swig from the
bottle, he suddenly realized he was
doing something he had never done
before in his life.

*I didn't even think about it,”
Thomas said. *T just grabbed the
botile with my new hand. Before, 1
would have stopped and reposition-
ed myself to use my other hand.”

Thomas is a 47-year-old ampultee
recently fitted with the i-Limb Hand,
the latest technology in prosthetics.

The Lutz resident lost his right

ﬂmmmslﬁmbhrﬂchwtu
grasp a set of keys. He is one of about
20 Floridlans with the device.

Thomas was then ftted with a
conventional prosthesis with a cable-
driven voluntary hook.

He was fitted with the i-Limb hand
in July. This latest bionic hand is
different from other prosthetics be-
cause it uses a microprocessor Lo
individually move the five fingers,

“This hand is about giving people
the ability to do the everyday tasks
that we take for granted, like getti
dressed ‘in the moming” said Bi

-Graham, east region manager for

Touch Bionics.

Thomas is one of about 20 p-eup!e
in,Florida to have the bionic hand,
which costs about $50,000. A tradi-

arm, his dominant side, below the tional prosthetic device starts at
elbow in 1983 while conducting a about 34,000

military exercise for the Marines.

Michele Sager
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Waldo O. Esparza, BSCP/ Artificial Limbs, Genuine Caring
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Waldo O. Esparza, BSCP works closely with his patients, who often become friends. Above are from left: Jim Mason,
Chris Miller, Waldo Esparza, Roy Stewart and Arthur Gagne, BSc, Resident Prosthetist



Chris Miller and his wife Brittany.

Waldo O. Esparza, BSCP Artificial Limbs, Genuine
Caring
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www.college-park.com/CPStore/TestimonialsJMullis.asp

Name: Jerry Mullis
Occupation: Retired
Type of Amputation: Right BK
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O & P EXTREMITY GAMES

Man Loses Leg, but Not Will to Compete

LISA COFFEY/LEDGER PHOTOS
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John L. Steer
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Family Rodriguez Torres



5" Prosthetic Leg July of 2009



